Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 153 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.136; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.1.
In the title complex, [Co(C 20 H 22 N 4 O) 2 ](C 6 H 2 N 3 O 7 ) 2 Á-2C 3 H 7 NO, the Co II ion is coordinated by two sets of two N atoms and an O atom from two independent tridendate ligands in a distorted octahedral coordination environment. There are significant differences between chemically equivalent coordination bond lengths. The crystal structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and weak -stacking interactions [centroid-centroid distance 3.495 (1) Å ]. In one of the anions one nitro group is rotationally disordered about the C-N bond with refined occupancies of 0.524 (8) and 0.476 (8). 
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Crystal data [Co(C 20 Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ). 114.58 (7) N7-Co-O2 73.35 (7) N5-Co-O2
72.66 (7) N1-Co-O1
72.54 (7) N3-Co-O1 71.85 (7) N7-Co-O1 94.77 (7) N5-Co-O1
119.81 (7) O2-Co-O1
167.10 (7) Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
D-HÁ
Refinement
All H atoms were found in difference electron maps and were subsequently refined in a riding-model approximation with C-H distances ranging from 0.95 to 0.99 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq of the carrier atom, respectively.
In one of the anions one nitro group is rotationally disordered about the C-N bond with refined occupancies of 0.524 (8) 
